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SUMMER LESSONS LEARNED 

 
Published monthly by  

The United Church of Christ, Medfield 
Summer 2008 

THE BEACON 
It’s hard to believe and even harder to accept 
that summer is almost over! I certainly hope 
that your summer has been blessed with 
wonderful opportunities for rest and play with 
your loved ones. As the summer begins to 
draw to a close I find myself reflecting back on 
some summer lessons I have learned. Here 
they are: 

God’s Plan is Always Better Than My Own 
- Duh!  Certainly one of the highlights for me 
this past summer was the week I spent with 
30 youth and 3 other adults from our 
congregation when we went back to Pine 
Ridge Reservation, South Dakota (the poorest 
county in the United States) on yet another 
exciting mission trip. Now, I knew it would be 
a special time because God always uses us to 
be a blessing to others and to one another on 
these mission trips. Yet, I wasn’t quite sure 
what was going to happen taking THIRTY 
young people that far away. However, our 
fearless leader, Wendy Ludwig, assured me 
that all would go well because of the particular 
group of students who were participating on 
this mission trip. She was right! Not only did 
things go well; they went awesomely well! 
God allowed us to play hard, pray hard, and 
work hard together and with others. While we 
were stripped of all we rely on to keep us 
comfortable we learned to rely on God and on 
one another in deeper ways. And that was 
where the blessing came - not only for us but 
also for the people we served along the way. I 

thanked God as I watched our youth who 
come from a well-to-do community play with 
some of the poorest children in our country, 
just enjoying them and sharing God’s love 
with them.  I also thanked God that He 
allowed our youth to experience His love, 
power, and presence in more profound ways 
than I have seen in years past. Therefore, 
once again, I felt as if God was reminding me 
that His plan for our youth — and for me as 
well — is always greater than what I can 
imagine. He loves us and knows what we 
need. 

It’s Okay to Ask for Help.  I’m not good at 
asking for help. Are you? God used two 
events this past summer to help me 
remember the need to be humble and the gift 
of community. Now, I must admit that as a 
single woman living on my own, far from any 
family for these past 18 years or so, I have 
prided myself in being an independent person. 
I come and go as I please. I work and play as 
hard as I can. I find joy in serving others and 
doing for others. Yet, when it comes to asking 
for help or actually relying on someone else 
for help, well, that’s another story. It makes 
me uncomfortable to think that I am putting 
someone out in some way. I also believe that 
as a pastor’s daughter I learned at a young 
age to be self-sufficient and ultra-
independent. I somehow believed that the 
community of faith was there for one another 
but not necessarily for me. Fortunately, God 

                      Continued on page 2 
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showed me that this previous “lesson” is 
wrong! God’s community is there to serve God 
by serving each other and that includes me! 
Also, asking for help isn’t a sign of weakness, it 
is a reminder that I am human and in need of 
God’s strength through the help of others. The 
two incidents which occurred this summer and 
which taught me this lesson were first, my need 
for air conditioners to be put in my windows 
and second, my need for help after I sprained 
my foot. A lovely family from our church came 
over to help me with the first problem and my 
lovely mother and niece extended their stay 
with me to help me with the latter problem. In 
both situations, God humbled me, allowed 
them to be a blessing to me and taught me that 
it’s okay to ask for help! 

Patience is a Good Thing! I couldn’t walk for 
one week. This had never happened to me 
before. The sprain was “a very bad one” 
according to my doctor and my physical 
therapist, and I was in a lot of pain. God knows 
this wasn’t the way I meant to finish my week 
of vacation and then begin my few days of 
study. Yet, there I was and I needed to be oh- 
so-patient as I relied on my VERY patient 
mother and my VERY precocious niece to help 
me do even simple tasks for one whole week. 
No matter how much I wanted to walk, I 
couldn’t. No matter how much I wanted to read, 
write and be on my own for a few days, I 
couldn’t. No matter how much I wanted to 
enjoy a few days of rest, I couldn’t. I was just 
plain stuck, and either I had to learn to be 
patient with the healing process or be 
miserable. At times I waffled between the two 
but in the end, patience won! Thank God that 
HE is patient with me! 

Scripture Reading and Worship Don’t Just 
Happen; You “Gotta” Do It Yourself!  One of 
my favorite verses is Jeremiah 29:11-13. Verse 
11 is mostly quoted but verse 13 is the one that 
is speaking to me most these days. God says 
to all of us in that verse that we “WILL find Him 

when we search for Him with all our hearts.” 
Summer brings the opportunity to play more 
and that is a wonderful thing. I have been 
able to ride my bike (minus the week of 
PAIN!) and to visit with friends outdoors, to 
be in wonder of God’s marvelous creation 
and to just “be.” I have thanked God for all of 
these things. Yet, the temptation has been to 
bask in all of them without basking in His 
Word and worship. Yet, when I have 
intentionally incorporated the reading of 
scripture, of longer time in prayer and have 
been more open to the Holy Spirit in worship, 
of course God has let me “find Him.” 

Well, those are some important lessons I 
learned for myself this summer. What 
lessons have you learned? Which of those 
lessons will you try to live by as the busy fall 
season begins? Which of those lessons are 
you most grateful for? I pray that as a 
community of faith and as Christ’s body we 
may learn to fully rely on His strength as we 
continue to rely on each other. 

Blessings, 
Pastor LizPastor LizPastor LizPastor Liz 

SEPTEMBER  

            BEACON 

                      DEADLINE!!!! 
 

Thursday, August 21st, 9:00 am 
 

Email articles to the church office: 
 

dmatson@uccmedfield.org 

STAFF NEWSSTAFF NEWSSTAFF NEWSSTAFF NEWS    
Wendy Ludwig has a new email address — 
wendyludwig@gmail.com.  Please delete her 
comcast address. 
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  Tell them to go after God, who piles on all the riches we could ever  
  manage—to do good, to be rich in helping others, to be extravagantly  
  generous. If they do that, they'll build a treasury that will last, gaining  
  life that is truly life.       
      1 Timothy 6:18-19 (The Message) 
 

In their book The 33 Laws of Stewardship – Principles for a Life of True Fulfillment, 
Dave Sutherland and R. Kirk Nowery expound upon the essence of stewardship, which they 
define as “the wise, purposeful management of all that we have and all that we are.”  As John 
Maxwell comments in the foreword, these laws are God-given and have the power to “transform 
our thinking and crystallize our priorities.”  Living these laws is life transforming, both in terms of 
living our daily lives, as well as deepening our relationship with Jesus Christ. 

In the book, each law is presented and exemplified using Scripture and anecdotes 
drawn from daily life.  Stewardship Law 1, for example, the “Law of Rightful Ownership,” states 
that “nothing fully belongs to us; everything actually belongs to God.”  The authors quote King 
David “everything in heaven and earth is yours, O Lord…wealth and honor come from you; you 
are the ruler of all things.”  The text emphasizes that while culturally we are conditioned to see 
everything as ours – something that we have earned and deserve – this attitude is diametrically 
opposed to the stewardship mindset.  It takes effort and devotion to recognize and acknowledge 
the draws of these two opposite forces. 

As each Stewardship Law is presented, the authors give several practical ways to “live” 
each one.  For example, realizing that God, and not us, owns everything, we can let our thinking 
be guided by priorities: 

◊ think of God’s blessings as a trust to be managed – and maximize that trust:  His 
investment in you 

◊ think of every day as an opportunity to steward well by serving others in Him:  “seize 
the day for God.” 

◊ think of money as a means to an end:  ultimately, what is most pleasing to God is 
enjoying His gifts, managing them well, and putting them to good use in applying 
them in the service of others.  This is what turns worldly money into Godly gains. 

It’s hard work listening to what God really wants for us.  Dave Sutherland and R. Kirk 
Nowery have done an admirable job presenting their understanding of stewardship.  Most 
important, what they outline for us are practical ways to live the life of a faithful Christian 
steward.  It is a lesson well worth taking to heart! 
 

 Yours in Christ, 

The Stewardship Ministry Team 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 



 

 

 10 

MISSIONS TEAM  

We are pleased to report that the Missions 
Transition Team has officially dropped its 
middle name and has evolved into the 
Missions Team, with all of those who had 
served in the interim capacity agreeing to 
continue with this restructured effort. As a 
group (Cindy Brennan, Monica Bushnell, 
Heather Horan, Bill Sobo, Barbara Yates and 
Pastor Liz Aguilar), we are pleased to welcome 
two new members, George Gray and Wendy 
Greaves. By September, we hope to have all of 
the positions on the team filled. 
 
The team is excited to be transitioning and 
using the new model developed by Community 
and World Service and the Mission Transition 
Team.  In June and July, we began to use our 
new application process to support new 
ministry proposals here in the Boston area, as 
well as nationally and around the world. We 
look forward to developing a balance in these 
initiatives to reflect international, national and 
local needs, as well as to achieve diversity in 
age groups and ministry focus. 
 
We were pleased to provide some assistance 
to the organizations/initiatives listed below, 
especially since the requests for support came 
from within our church.  In addition, we feel that 
each initiative has an opportunity for more 
personal involvement from our congregation. 
Watch for detailed information about these 
programs and others in the coming months. 
• Koro/Bobi ADP World Vision International 
Initiative - St. Thomas Moore Senior 
Secondary School (Dormitories, classrooms 
and lab facilities for high school in northern 
Uganda) 
• Inspired to Help Worldwide (seed money 
for new organization with mission of supporting 
humanitarian organizations through creative 
local efforts) 
• Project SOS (program for middle school 
girls held at UCC Medfield) 

• Cradles to Crayons (see article under 
Children’s Ministries) 

 
The Team also responded to a request from 
the UCC to contribute to a One Great Hour of 
Sharing special fund for 2008 Tornadoes and 
Floods to provide assistance in the states of 
Iowa, Indiana, Wisconsin and Missouri. 
 
Congratulations to our Wood Scholarship 
recipients Heather Todd, Leanne Lopez and 
Kate Sobo. On behalf of the whole 
congregation, we wish them well in their 
studies, and look forward to hearing all about 
their endeavors! A note from Leanne Lopez is 
included below. 
 
The Mission Team would like to encourage all 
of you to contact us with any ideas for new 
ministries.  We are excited to hear from you, 
and look forward to learning about new 
projects that could be initiated from within our 
congregation. In addition, we would love to 
know if there are already other established 
ministries that you believe we should support. 
Please contact Cindy Brennan at 508-520-
3241 with any ideas you may have! 
 
A special Thank You!  “I am a nursing 
student at James Madison University, and am 
honored to have received the Wood 
Scholarship. I applied the scholarship to a 
study abroad program in Malta, and spent May 
with 19 other JMU health science majors 
working with the faculty and physicians of the 
University of Malta. Our work was to research 
the high incidence and prevention methods of 
lung cancer in the Maltese population. I 
enjoyed spending a month on a Mediterranean 
island working toward bridging the gap in 
international health care. I am grateful to the 
United Church of Christ in Medfield for 
supporting my nursing education.   
   Leanne Lopez  
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BAPTISM 
Nora Jane Garland, born October 10, 2007 to 
John and Wendy Garland was baptized by 
Pastor Phil on July 13. Nora's godparents are 
Nancy Day and Jeff Garland. 
 
 

EAGLE SCOUT LANDSCAPING PROJECT 
– We'd like to thank Lee Abecunas and his 
team of volunteers who did such a good job of 
beautifying the side of the church beside the 
Bank of America. 
 
 

NEW MEMBER SESSIONS – a 2-part 
session will be held on September 21 and 
October 5 from 5:00-8:00 and will include 
supper and child care. Those desiring to join 
UCC Medfield will be received into 
membership on October 19 during the worship 
service.  Contact the church office to sign up 
or if you have questions. 
 

MEMBER NEWS   

Senior Pastor The Rev. Dr. Philip J. Bauman   Editor: Laury Hunt 
                       pbauman@uccmedfield.org   Layout: Donna Matson 
 
Associate Pastor The Rev. Elizabeth Aguilar   Office hours:  
          laguilar@uccmedfield  Monday thru Thursday 8:30 - 4:30 
                    Friday 8:30 - 12:30 
Church Administrator Laury Hunt 
            lhunt@uccmedfield.org       For the months of July and August, 
   the office will be open Monday thru 
Minister of Music  Michael Olbash  Thursday, 8:30 - 12:30 and closed  
 molbash@uccmedfield.org  on Fridays.  
    
Youth Minister  Wendy Ludwig    Office phone: 508.359.2351     
                                           WJL100@comcast.net                     Office fax: 508.359.2352 
          
Director of     Susan Holbrook  Website: www.uccmedfield.org                   
Children's Ministries:      sholbrook@uccmedfield.org 
 
Praise Music Leader:      Heidi Willson 
                       HeidiWillson@cox.net 

BIRTHS 
Naomi Whelan Shank was born to Alison 
Whelan and Burton Shank of Hudson, MA on 
June 10, 2008.  She is the beautiful 
granddaughter of Marilyn and Dick Whelan. 
Naomi weighed 7 lbs, 15 oz at birth and 
measured 20 ½". 
 

Luke Charles Bailer was born to Kim and 
John Bailer on June 19.  He weighed in at 9 lbs 
9 oz and joins big sis Rachel in the Norfolk 
household. 
 
SYMPATHY 
To Chris & Rod Taft and family on the death of 
Chris' father, Norman Theberge, on May 28. 
 

To Shubh & Joan Sethi and family on the death 
of Shubh’s brother Mittar on August 1. 
 
THANKS  
From the Gursha Family, to UCC for all of their 
support during the summer when Jim had his 
hip replacement. 



 

 

ADULT EDUCATION   

Fall Adult Ed Classes 2008 
 
Disciple I – Becoming Disciples through 

Bible Study is a 34-week overview of the 
entire Bible.  Cathy Chung will lead a class 
from 11:30-2:00 on Thursdays beginning 
with an orientation on September 4.  

 

Disciple I - on Thursday evenings from 7:00-
9:30 led by Pastor Liz beginning with an 
orientation on September 11.  

 

Life and Ministry of the Messiah on 
Tuesday evenings starting September 16. 
Julie Kessler and Amy Marshall will lead a 
DVD-based study for 8 weeks. Filmed on 
location in Israel, Faith Lessons on the Life 
and Ministry of the Messiah helps small 
groups understand Jesus from the mindset 
of a citizen of those times. By weaving 
together the Bible's fascinating historical, 
cultural, religious, and geographical 
contexts, teacher and historian Ray Vander 
Laan reveals keen insights into the 
Scripture's significance for modern 
believers. These illuminating "faith lessons" 
afford a new understanding of the Bible that 
will ground your convictions and transform 
your life. 

 

Disciple IV – Under the Tree of Life. Come 
and rest under the words of John, The 
Writings, and Revelation while studying the 
mystery and wonder these books have to 
offer. Led by Margi Goetz, this 32-week 
study will be held on Thursday mornings 
from 9:00-11:30 beginning on September 
11. (completion of Disciple I is a 
prerequisite) 

 

Believing God, Beth Moore's 10 week study 
will be led on Thursday mornings at 9:15 by 
Kathy Mills and Susan Holbrook beginning 
September 18. Join bestselling author and 
Bible teacher Beth Moore in her latest 
offering as she explores what it means to 
know and truly believe God, not just to 
believe "in" Him. 

 
Great Themes of the Bible will be led by 

Sandy Van Ness for “Older but Wiser” folks 
on Tuesday mornings beginning on October 
14 at 9:30 a.m. for 7 weeks in the fall and 6 
weeks in the spring. 

 
Christian Women's Home Group - 

Beginning September 23 Cathy Chung will 
lead a home-based discussion group on 
various books. Young children are welcome. 
The group will begin with Rick Warren’s 
book, The Purpose Driven Life. Self-help 
books often suggest that you try to discover 
the meaning and purpose of your life by 
looking within yourself, but Rick Warren 
says that is the wrong place to start. You 
must begin with God, your Creator, and his 
reasons for creating you. You were made by 
God and for God, and until you understand 
that, life will never make sense. This book 
will help you understand why you are alive 
and God's amazing plan for you--both here 
and now, and for eternity. 

 
Christian Book Discussion group – 

beginning Wednesday, September 10, 
Cathy Chung will lead a book discussion for 
the fall. The sessions will be held from 12-
1:30 on Wednesdays.  The group will begin 
with the book Dangerous Surrender: What 
Happens When You Say Yes to God by Kay 
Warren. 

 
Men’s Bible Study led by Pastor Phil, will be 

held from 7:00-8:30 on Wednesday 
evenings from September 17, topic to be 
announced. 

 
For questions regarding the Adult Education 
ministry please speak with Pastor Liz. If you 
have a question about an individual class, 
please contact the leader. You may register 
by calling the church office.  
 

4  
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UCC WOMEN 

The UCC Women Steering Committee's 
purpose is to provide opportunities for 
Christian fellowship throughout the year that 
appeal to women of all ages.  Attending one of 
our events is a great way to meet other 
women of faith, share experiences, develop 
friendships and receive support from one 
another.   
 

Twenty-plus women nourished both body and 
soul by attending our annual Summer 
Sustenance Supper on June 16th. Delicious 
salads, desserts and fellowship were enjoyed 
by one and all followed up by a lively game of 
“spiritual” Charades.   
 
Save these Dates! 
 

September 20:  Medfield Day (UCC Women’s 
Heavenly Fudge) 
 

December 9: Advent Supper and Cookie 
Wrap 
 

April 4:  Lenten Breakfast 
 

May 1 & 2:  UCC Women’s Retreat  

Stay Tuned 
 

We are currently in the planning stages for 
several other activities such as another Book 
Discussion, a Cooking/Spirituality course and a 
“Social Event” TBA.  We will keep you posted 
as these plans unfold. 
 

We would also like to take this opportunity to 
welcome two new board members, Laine 
Hendy and Tayne Quinn, and recognize 
Rosemary Cunningham as our new 
chairperson for the coming year. Please 
consider joining the UCC Women’s Steering 
Committee or consider becoming involved in 
the activities of the UCC Women.  If you have 
an idea for a program or event, please speak to 
one of the committee members listed below.  
We welcome all ideas.  If you would like to help 
organize an event during the year, we look 
forward to your participation. 
 

UCC WOMEN STEERING COMMITTEE:  
Pastor Liz Aguilar; Pat Bois; Wendy Cohen; 
Rosemary Cunningham; Laine Hendy; Cindy 
Karg; Gayle Kendall; Darrah O’Connor; Tayne 
Quinn; Chris Taft. 

Welcoming Donna Matson 
You may have noticed a smiling new face in the church office — our new administrative & 
financial assistant. Donna began working in this part-time role as of June 1st, to assist a busy 
staff and an active congregation. She brings with her years of work and volunteer experience, 
including 3 years as the church office manager at First Presbyterian Church of Katonah (NY).  
 

Donna is also a Stephen Minister and has a passion for her mission work in Cambodia, 
traveling there on several occasions to help young women re-establish themselves by 
developing work skills. She also finds time to serve as a Destination Imagination Appraiser and 
has recently started golf lessons.  
 

Donna and her husband Bill have relocated their home often due to work-related transfers and 
promotions, including time in Tokyo, Japan. They currently reside in Dover and plan to make 
this their home for a long time. They have two children attending college locally, a daughter 
Ellen at Boston University and a son, Steve, at Northeastern.  
 

Please join us in extending a warm welcome to Donna and her family. Donna can be reached 
by email at dmatson@uccmedfield.org.  Ginny Moran will continue to help out in the office on 
Thursday mornings assembling the bulletin and mailing out the Beacon. 
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REHEARSAL SCHEDULES 2008-2009 
 

Complete rehearsal schedules for all groups 
are available for download at our church 
website.  Here are the highlights: 
 
 

     TRAINING CHOIR 
Grades 1 & 2 
Wednesdays, 4:45 to 5:15 p.m. 
Starting September 10, 2008 
REQUIRED DATES: 
Wednesday, December 24, 2008 (Christmas) 
 4:45 p.m. warm-up, 5:30 p.m. service 
Sunday, April 12, 2009 (Easter) 
 8:00 a.m. warm-up, 8:30 a.m. service 
Thursday, May 7, 2009 (Word & Song) 
 6:00 p.m. warm-up, 6:30 p.m. service 
HOW TO JOIN:  Come to first rehearsal, or 
contact Minister of Music. 
 
 
 

     TREBLE CHOIR 
Grades 3, 4 & 5 
Thursdays, 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
Starting September 11, 2008 
REQUIRED DATES: 
Wednesday, December 24, 2008 (Christmas) 
 4:45 p.m. warm-up, 5:30 p.m. service 
Saturday, March 21, 2009 (Choir Festival) 
 All-day commitment.  Details TBA. 
Sunday, April 12, 2009 (Easter) 
 8:00 a.m. warm-up, 8:30 a.m. service 
Thursday, May 7, 2009 (Word & Song) 
 6:00 p.m. warm-up, 6:30 p.m. service 
HOW TO JOIN:  Come to first rehearsal, or 
contact Minister of Music. 
 
 

     CHANCEL CHOIR 
Grades 6 & up 
Thursdays, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Starting September 11, 2008 
REQUIRED DATES: 
Wednesday, December 24, 2008 (Christmas) 
 4:45 p.m. warm-up, 5:30 p.m. service 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Saturday, March 21, 2009 (Choir Festival) 
 All-day commitment.  Details TBA. 
Sunday, April 12, 2009 (Easter) 
 9:00 a.m. warm-up, 9:30 a.m. service 
Thursday, May 7, 2009 (Word & Song) 
 6:00 p.m. warm-up, 6:30 p.m. service 
HOW TO JOIN:  Come to first rehearsal, or 
contact Minister of Music.  Audition required to 
determine placement. 
 
 

     SANCTUARY CHOIR 
Adults (and youth, with permission of director) 
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Starting September 4, 2008 
REQUIRED DATES:  See website. 
HOW TO JOIN:  Come to first rehearsal, or 
contact Minister of Music. 
 
 

     CHAPEL BELL ENSEMBLE 
Adults (and youth, with permission of director) 
Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Starting September 10, 2008 
SPECIAL NOTE: 
Regional handbell festival: June 25-29, 2009. 
Participation optional. 
HOW TO JOIN:  Contact Minister of Music. 
 

 

 

     NEW!  YOUTH BELLS 
Grades 5 & up (or with permission of 
director) 
Wednesdays, 6:30 to 7:15 p.m. 
Starting September 10, 2008 
HOW TO JOIN:  Come to first rehearsal, or 
contact Minister of Music. 
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Summer Sunday School 
In our “Fun in the Son” Sunday School, we 
have discussed what life might have looked 
like back in Jesus’ childhood and revisited 
some of the exciting stories of the Old 
Testament.  We have been blessed to have 
Lauren Ruud lead this summer initiative and 
wish her well as she returns to Indiana 
University in the next week to start her student 
teaching. 
 
Cradles to Crayons (C2C) - Update 
Children’s Ministries is excited to expand our 
sponsorship with the Cradles to Crayons 
organization this year.  As you may recall, our 
November stewardship project last year was 
called Operation Undercover and it involved 
collecting new underwear for boys and girls 
served by C2C.  We delivered over 450 pairs 
of new underwear that were immediately 
included in clothing packs for C2C recipients.   
 
Children’s Ministries applied for a new 
ministry grant to the UCC Missions Team to 
help disadvantaged children in Massachusetts 
have the things they need to be safe, ready to 
learn, and feel valued.  We are pleased to 
report our request was approved and we are 
excited about our expanded support of C2C’s 
great work in Massachusetts.  Last week, we 
delivered a check to C2C to sponsor 100 
backpacks so 100 children will be ready to 
learn on their first day of school.  We have 
also delivered over 115 pairs of new sneakers 
so children will have appropriate shoes for the 
beginning of school.  Through the generosity 
of church members and their friends, we have 
also delivered at least one carload of donated 
clothes, toys, games, infant equipment and 
books each week since the beginning of 
June…thank you for your support!!! 
 
If you would like to be personally involved with 
C2C, we have some great opportunities for 
you in the next few months: 

—  On August 15th, church member Donna 
Matson is leading a group that will help in the 
assembly of 20,000 backpacks on City Hall 
Plaza in Boston.  If you are interested in 
participating, please call her at 508-785-1086 
or send an email to: dk.matson@comcast.net. 
 
—  We have committed three work days in the 
C2C warehouse in Quincy on the first 
Tuesday of October, November & December  
(10/7, 11/4 and 12/2).  We will leave Medfield 
about 9:15 and work in the warehouse from 
10-1pm.  Sign up in the narthex for one day or 
all three!!! 
 
Registration Forms Due by August 15th 
Children’s Ministry registration forms were 
sent out in the mail in early July and we ask 
that you return them by August 15th (the 
sooner the better!!).  If you misplaced your 
form, you can visit our website 
(uccmedfield.org) and either download a hard 
copy of the form or fill out the online form.  
The Children’s Ministry team is looking 
forward to using a new curriculum this fall 
called ROCK SOLID which will lead your 
children on an amazing and exciting 
exploration of faith. 
 
New this fall---we are offering a full-length 
multiage Sunday School at the 11:00 worship 
service.  In addition to teaching the third grade 
class at the 9:30 worship service, Kathy Mills 
will be teaching this multi-age class at 11:00.   
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YOUTH NEWS 

THE SENIOR HIGH MISSION TRIP to Pine 
Ridge reservation in Wanblee, South Dakota, 
was full of blessing and growth. Thirty 
students, four adults and one week; our eyes 
were opened! We were blessed by the 
congregation as we went out to serve and the 
congregation was blessed by this group of 
young disciples who worked hard and humbly 
to be and receive Christ’s love, whether it was 
while painting a house, playing with Lakota 
children or worshiping with other young 
people. Upon our return, students Kevin 
Holbrook, Lisa Kumpf and Lauren Gursha 
shared their reflections on their experience 
during Worship on June 29th. Many thanks to 
the congregation for the prayers and support 
that made this formative experience possible! 
 

POOL PARTY FOR MISSION TRIP 
PARTICIPANTS – Monday, August 18th, 6-
8:30PM at Wendy Ludwig’s house. Bring your 
mission trip pictures and some kind of finger 
food to share. Drinks will be provided. We are 
hoping to see everyone! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM for 
2008-2009. Gary Greaves, Terry Brennan, 
Tom Infantino, Heather Horan, Bret Swedeen, 
Michele Stahl, Tayne Quinn, Carol Cassoli, 
George Chung, Barry Mills, Bill Sobo, Allan 
Willson, Heidi Willson, Chris Grant, Elaine 
Shea, Matt Keegan, Wendy Ludwig and 
Pastor Liz Aguilar are psyched about the 
opportunity to walk alongside Middle and High 
school students as they (and we!) grow as 
disciples of Christ.  We are continuing to 
refine the format for both FOY/8th Grade 
Confirmation and Senior High Fellowship/9th 

Grade Confirmation. The small group 
approach for discussion that was instituted 
last year in FOY continues to evolve as we 
move toward a more integrated small group 
approach in Senior High/9th Grade 
Confirmation as well. Live music - for 
students/by students - during worship on 
Sunday and Monday evenings is a priority for 
the coming year. Please pray with us that God 
would use these changes to renew and 
refresh His WORD in youth ministry! 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY LEADERSHIP TEAM 
MEETINGS for all 2008-2009 leaders will be 
held on Tuesday evening, August 26th from 7-
9PM and on Friday evening, September 5th 
from 6:30-8:30PM. Please be sure to mark 
your calendars now! 
 
WELCOME (BACK) MEETING! Opening 
meeting for 9th Grade Confirmation Class 
and Senior High Fellowship: Sunday, 
September 7th from 1-3PM in the afternoon 
at 100 Centre Street in Dover. During this time 
we will get together and have some fun as 
well as preview the coming year. Don’t miss 
this meeting! There are events early in the 
year that you will need to sign up for if you 
want to get in on the fun. Bring your bathing 
suit and a snack to share. I’ll provide drinks. 
Pray for sun; we’ll heat the pool if necessary! 
All Senior High Students are invited – even 
students who have never been to Senior 
High before. Come and CHECK IT OUT! 
 
6TH GRADE FOY BOOT CAMP! On 
Monday, September 8th from 5:30 to 
6:45PM we welcome the incoming 6th 
graders to FOY as we share some pizza and 
walk through the acolyte procedure with each 
student. THIS IS IMPORTANT and will be a 
fun beginning to a great three years with 6th 
graders in the FOY/8th Grade Confirmation 
program. Make sure your 6th grader 
attends! 
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MEDFIELD FOOD CUPBOARD  
Specifically from UCC, they have asked 
for canned chicken, canned pasta, 
macaroni and cheese, but will gladly 
accept other non-perishable items.  They 
also collect Shaws "points". Please place 
your donations in the baskets located in 
the corner of the Narthex marked for the 
Food Cupboard. Thank you. 

YOUTH NEWS CONTINUED 

FOCUS ON YOUTH (FOY)/8TH GRADE 
CONFIRMATION (C8) will have our Opening 
meeting on Monday evening, September 
15th from 5:30-7:15PM. If you have friends or 
neighbors who would like to participate, please 
have them call the church office or contact me 
(Wendy Ludwig 508 785-4027) directly. Our 
website (uccmedfield.org) is another great 
source of info. Check it out! A parent letter with 
a lot of information went out at the end of July. 
If you have not received it, please contact 
Laury Hunt. It contains a lot of important 
information and dates that you’ll need. We are 
looking forward to the coming year with great 
anticipation!!!! 
 
AN INFORMATIONAL MEETING for the 
Senior High Fellowship MISSION TRIP 2009 
will be held on Sunday, October 5th from 5-
6PM at church (before SHF/C-9). Mark your 
calendars now and plan to bring your parent to 
the meeting. Sign up after the meeting. A 
deposit check will be necessary to reserve a 
spot. Confidential scholarships are available for 
students who would be unable to attend due to 
financial hardship; contact Wendy Ludwig for 
information. 
 
PROJECT: SOS: Tessa Komine, a member of 
our church, faithful participant in Senior High 
Fellowship and a senior at Medfield High 

School will again lead this ministry for middle 
school girls! This group is open to all middle 
school girls; it is an outreach ministry as well 
as a way for Tessa to minister to and 
encourage middle school students as they 
serve our community. Tessa will work with 
several adults and other high school students 
to run this group on a monthly basis. More 
details and registration form will be in the 
September Beacon    
 
COLLEGE MISSION TRIP:  Are you a college 
student interested in continuing on your faith 
journey with other UCC Medfield 
students?  For many years we have been 
blessed to send our senior high youth on 
mission trips where they could serve, bond and 
explore their faith together.  And then 
what?!  We are delighted to now be working 
out details so that we can offer a mission trip to 
college students over their winter break.  We 
are targeting a service opportunity within 
driving distance for 4 to 5 days beginning just 
after the first of the year.  Please contact either 
Wendy Ludwig (wendyludwig@gmail.com) or 
Carol Cassoli (c.cassoli@comcast.net) with 
your school email address if you are interested, 
and we will update you with details as soon as 
we have them.  What an awesome way to 
share your faith and serve with our UCC 
college family! 


